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Why do people contribute or refuse to 
contribute OER and what are the 
conditions under which OER, contribution 




Development and data collection
Introduction to 
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4/2/2014 - 1/30/2015Ethical clearance
1/31/2015 - 2/28/2015Wokshop planning







Selecting South African 
institutional partners
South Africa
• 26 public higher education institutions 
(3 new ones last year)
• Varied focus some more vocational or 
technical
• 11 traditional (variable quality and 
access to resources)
• Number of students: 938210 (2011)
http://chet.org.za/files/uploads/data/CHET-Shape-of-Post-Secondary-
Sector.png
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University of Cape 
Town (UCT)
University of Fort Hare University of South 
Africa (UNISA)
Residential Residential Distance
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Methodology
• Identify a local co-ordinator
• Ethical clearance
• Visit to India to observe a 
workshop
Maulana Azad National Urdu 
University

Conduct workshops and 
interviews and administer 
surveys.
Expectations as insiders and outsiders
Seen and unseen
UCT expectations and 
challenges
• Open agenda since 2007
• We have an Open Access repository 
(2014)and previously had an Open 
Content (2010)directory.
• Anticipated poor attendance 
• Insufficient incentive to attend
University of Cape Town: Part 1
University of Cape Town: Part 2
University of Cape Town : WHO
Number
Students 1







University of Cape 
Town (UCT)
University of Fort Hare University of South 
Africa (UNISA)
Residential
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Fort Hare expectations and 
challenges
• No OER at Fort Hare
• Very little previous contact
• Initial conversations with local coordinator 
were very encouraging
• Very poor communication due to email 
system failing and power outages for up to 
2 weeks!
• Climbed on the plane hoping….
Fort Hare Day 1(9.30am)









* Research unit manager
South African institutions
University of Cape 
Town (UCT)








llnivcrsity nf I-‘an Halrc
lug.-Itm ml no (4-
UNISA expectations and 
challenges
• Previous contact
• Open Access drive
• Policy to encourage OER
• Bureaucratic mine field (felt from the 
outside)
• Lecturers produce course materials 
(materiality)
University of South Africa







*Support staff, UNISA Press, PVC office
Attitude Survey
Print Survey Code (for each respondent)
Institution
Answer Options
U of Cape 
Town

























































Who is not ready? And who are we to 
decide this? 
No impact where we felt we would like to 
make an impact
A real challenge to unravel the 
complexities of these institutions in SA 
and India
Next 7 months
Analysis of Survey data
Analysis of the Interviews
Comparison of some key findings across SA 
and India
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